Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 / Mar. 6

possible so that when John McCain is the
President—and he will be—he can deal with
these issues in a way that yields peace.

Senator McCain. Wolf, could I say, I—
one State springs to mind, Texas. [Laughter]

The President. He’s not going to need me
in Texas. He’s going to be a landslide in
Texas.

Senator McCain. Could I just say that I
do intend to campaign all across the country.
I think that literally every section in this
country is at play—in play. And I will be glad
to have the President with me, in keeping
with his schedule, in any part of America.
And we’re going to go everywhere in America
with this campaign.

The President. Listen, thank you all very
much for coming.

Q. Did you talk names for Vice President?
[Laughter]

Q. One press conference every week if
you're elected, Senator?

The President. Thank you all very much.
It's been a pleasure to see you. Obviously
we've invited some unruly members of the
fourth estate here. I'm disappointed in the
conduct of some of the people that have
come. I told John it would be a nice and
polite crowd. Thank you all very much.

NotE: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,

he referred to Chairman Kim Jong Il of North
Korea; and President Mahmud Ahmadi-nejad of
Iran.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Frank W. Buckles
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Sitting next to me is Mr. Frank Buckles,
107 years young, and he is the last living
doughboy from World War I. And it has been
my high honor to welcome Mr. Buckles and
his daughter, Susannah, here to the Oval Of-
fice.

Mr. Buckles’s mind is sharp; his memory
is crisp; and he’s been sharing with me some
interesting anecdotes. I asked him where he
lived, and he said, “That reminds me of what
General Pershing asked me.” And he told the
general that he was raised on a farm in Mis-
souri. And the general said, “Well, you know,
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as the crow flies, it’s 40 miles from where
I was raised.” So Mr. Buckles has a vivid
recollection of historic times.

And one way for me to honor the service
of those who wear the uniform in the past
and those who wear it today is to herald you,
sir, and to thank you very much for your pa-
triotism and your love for America.

So we're glad you're here. Thanks for com-

ing.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:49 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks on the Fifth Anniversary of
the Department of Homeland
Security
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Thank you very much. Thanks for the
warm welcome. Mr. Secretary, thank you for
your kind introduction, and I appreciate your
outstanding leadership for this Department.
I'm really pleased to join you on the fifth
anniversary of the creation of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. Man, does time
fly. [Laughter]

When this Department was established
following the September the 11th terrorist
attacks, it was hard to imagine that we would
reach this milestone without another attack
on our homeland. For those of you who were
here 5 years ago, if you think back to that
time, I don’t think we would have predicted
that 5 years later there had not been another
attack on us. Yet we've been—[applause]—
and it’s your vigilance and your hard work
that have helped keep this country safe. And
so I want to thank you. I hope you take enor-
mous pride in the accomplishments of this
Department, and I hope you know the Amer-
ican people are grateful for your service, and
soam I.

On this anniversary, we must also remem-
ber that the danger to our country has not
passed. Since the attacks of 9/11, the terror-
ists have tried to strike our homeland again
and again. We've disrupted numerous
planned attacks, including a plot to fly an air-
plane into the tallest building on the west
coast and another to blow up passenger jets
headed for America across the Atlantic
Ocean. The lesson of this experience is clear.



